184                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
horses came for us at 9 A.M. ; it was a pouring wet day, and we were still tired, but we so desired to be at home that we donned our wet things again and set off in the midst of thunder and lightning and a general deluge. We were back in time to get dry and comfortable before lunch, and were able to enjoy the turtle steak, which is like the most excellent beefsteak. It took me several days to get rested after my exertions, but neither Louis nor I got the slightest cold or harm of any sort from all the fatigue and the two duckings. Don't you think that says a good deal for Samoa?
June 6.
"\7ESTERDAY Louis and Belle went to j[ some races that were got up in honour of the queen's birthday, but had had to be postponed on account of the weather. From their account the luncheon, nicely served in a large tent, seems to have been the best part of the affair; there was only one horse that had had any training, and as he simply walked over the course and took all the prizes, the races could not be called exciting. It was a fine day, luckily, and a pleasant outing. To-day we have another storm of wind and rain, thunder and lightning ; we are getting all the 'weather' now that we should have had months ago, and it really makes the climate too like Scotland!